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Serving in education, teachers, staff members and even principals are invited to share to in the 
joyfulness of a young person’s life.  In looking back at my 23 years as an educator, my vocation 
has provided me a unique view of watching young people live, learn and love within the light of 
Christ. And each day at SFdS, a treasure chest of childhood memories is formed as our students 
spend their days at our charming little schoolhouse on Camden Avenue.   
 
The gift that childhood offers is that our memories are there for us. There for us in the way like a 
favorite novel may be resting upon our bookshelf waiting to be opened, embraced and cherished 
as the story reveals the pages of our lives. And as we look back to our own treasure chest of 
memories from our childhood days, I imagine that many of us hold fond memories of 
celebrating St. Valentine’s Day with our classmates. And while many in the secular world see 
this day as merely a day of hearts and chocolate, our faith community recognizes that the origin 
of day is more aptly found in the celebration of the feast day for Saint Valentine of Rome. As the 
patron saint of love, it should be no surprise that we honor this day by announcing our special 
feeling to others. And as you might imagine, on an elementary and middle school campus, cards 
and candy are shared abundantly between classmates. The unique tradition of offering tokens of 
one’s fondness for another is a simple way to express our affection to others. 
 
As I reflect on the celebration of Valentine’s Day, I take great comfort in knowing that my 
Catholic faith sees this day as more than merely a commercialized holiday. Rather, we see 
February 14th as a way to honor the feast day for Saint Valentine of Rome and the love and 
devotion he held for our Lord and Savior.  So in keeping with this theme of love for God, I 
thought you might enjoy a “love poem” in celebration of the deep and profound affection that 
our Father feels for us: 
 

The Christ Said 
by St. Thomas Aquinas 

 
The Christ said to us,  

“I have cut you from a garden I tend and set you in a vase for the world to see. 
 

Soon you will return, for your glorious presence I miss. 
 

My hands need to touch you again, my divine senses and eyes require your soul’s beauty near. 
 

Forgive me, my love, for the suffering our separation brought. 
 

If I said I am in debt to you could you understand?” 
 

On this unique and blessed day, may you and your loved ones feel the true love that God holds 
for each of us. Happy St. Valentine’s Day! 
 

PENGUIN PRIDE Lives Here! 
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